SUS. military” security; :a: 25- year~old

{visited the embassy threa hmes be

Twith”. procedures , and . atithenticating
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Massﬁemm’a Charged in

¢ By Michael Getler -

bt Wmmngmnpostsmnwnm .J P
< 1n 4 potentially lmportant breach of

{Air Force ‘lieutenant who ‘servés ‘as o
 deputy-ctew. commaridet: for & Titais ’{
Thuclear missile hds been: arrested for
* visiting the Soviet Embessy Here wi
“out reporting the visits to his "su
nors, the Pentagon said Jast mght.

-Officials at Strateglc Air Corarmand.:

headquarbers in-Omaha said’ 2ad Lt.“
.Chmtopher iM.. Cooke. of- R\chmond}'

“actions. to. guard natxonal .vsgcunty

2 chhxta, Kan., the Pentagori sai
" He-ia" churged mth“‘vxolatmg "Alr
Force regtﬁatxons which® ret;mre BT
“porting” all: contacts: “with representa~
tives . of o, commuifiist: counti'y,”. thibi,
Pentago Said, The. makifmgin penalty.
s A 0:years, - herd Jabor,: orfeiture )
iof pay and disniissal frgrh ] sgtvice;'
3!-/The'chise also- has been® dferred f
ithe Justics:-Departinent’, for.” possib
“prosecution “for other’ alleg
the Pentagon eources said

- THe “Titan s the lardest and oldest, |

,mxssxle in the U:S. ardenial dtid packs’
-the. bxggesb ‘atorni¢. punch Fxft.y-three
:6f the huge wedpdhs,. ate’ scattered in’

underground “silos- ’”thxoughbut t?e

'dewat arid’ Southwedt, _mcludmg»
£ t 'McCoﬁxfell,hwhere, c
h » . ?1

SAC ofﬁcrals, in a:tele hone mter'-‘

- View last Jight, said Cookes duties ih®|

'cluded monitoring the ‘missiles’, “alert
,status and rcactmg to. authentxc mes-‘*
zu'-ordel'

.:! ;".Thé 33?ouhg “of ﬁcér thug'.

{todes - by - which- the Umted States'
i would fire such missiles in reta]xatloh
"He aldo_ would _be fmmhar with the

ay” n-' whlch the Tntan‘ ‘xq .

Cooke was éervm 2 6né Bt‘ tw‘b of-' ]
:ﬁcers who,’.in eft‘ect, would tuirn the

’ the houtenant’s rmothé,.

- Teould nig recall anothef case. of a mis;

{¢ag9’ of &"governtment ‘employs being

key to lawicha missile’ if ‘the proper’
coded instructiods frc thd president.
A,wcre Tecelved, ;

- OAC, ofﬁcers smd the epxsode wis “a:
very serious’ matter, seriolls, ‘enauigh.to
',conﬁne the -officer” aiid - keep, him
: undet guard’ » 4nd 4 take. "appropnate

:Pentagon® officials’ “said T
“closed that. 0o documen'
“Cooké had access
*¥ There Was,, ng, mdlcatxon 0 - why
:Cooke went bo the embassy or what, xf
: anythm " may. havetoldthe. So-‘
viets. There also ,wad . ho mdxcatzon of
'whether the- Soviets' had Thitiatsd ths
*¢ontact, A spokesman fo'r the Sovxel;

[ ited 3 \tornahonal i :
'ported “that *Mrs,’ Rlchard C Choke,
‘ "ald the Air |

-probechve cusbod i 3
‘Langléy Alr, Force’ n"Hampton,
'Va,; for almocst a month. She ‘also con-
_tended that the 'AlF | Force agreed o,
*gwe *her 'son ~an honorable dwcharge
tand drop the’ matter o
3’*” «[‘The Air Force hasn’t Iet me Know
3anythmg ‘Wo've ‘been sitbing hero Just
Siwaiting,”. she shid: :Cooke did- fiot. {ell

. thet if he was makmg contact with they

tSovxets ghe’said)
EAY Although they said they could not;
’be ‘certain, the SAC ofﬁcers ‘said they

ysile qffcer in siich'a key role being ih:
a‘?vélved iﬂ;b'similarrsituation
4 Cooke, who'is Single] was" gmduated;
!tfrom *0ld'sDothinion : University, - in
SNorfolk ‘anddid graduate work at the
*Colléga-~of : William ,& Mary in" Wﬂ-~
fhamsburg Ha enbered he - Axr Forcer
in’ ‘December. 1979, TN
Eii It was bcheved to be the first’ such

" accused of uhauthorized contacts with
’a representatwe of & communiat coun-'|
1 try::since™ former’: CIA : agént*, David;
: Bamett pleaded guilty last October to*
H spymg for: thé Soviet Uriion
il In)tlhb Jast: wich’ mxhtary case, Lee
ugene . Mdatlsons: "' Navy { security

e

TeEAL g

wslked “out of the Pcntagon thh top';""? ,

hage charge ;,-.-
.In’December! 1978 a former lox :
level CIA employe Wiltiam Kamplles %
¥ was’ convicted of sellinga’ topasecre!: 5
8py satelhte niaival -to’ the Soviets in’;
Ewhat-was  widely- viewed a3 a major
¢ breach of national security:, The Kam<"
7 piles casé sugsested how }succeesful the’q
tSoweta had. bean},mtmakmg contact 5
iith: ‘persons_ with; access. {0
, US. information.
1 The: Txtax‘s, whxch date to the‘early’
£1960s, "are - in- service, at McConnel, 1
1tht1e Rock Air Porce: Base, Arky andé
;:Davxs-Monthan ‘Al Forca Base‘ iear
:;,I‘ucs()n g 0% A
% The missilet has a siingle warhead:
‘rated at a- nuclear explosive.: power]
"equivalént’“fo "ninie! million | foris’s of!
; TNT: The vast, bulk, of the U S land-"
*based ‘ICBM - foreé - is compoaed *of |
$1,000 Minuteman’ mxssxlm, Tiiore - than;
xhalf -of;. which ::have ; three waxheadm
%each Avith: much’:less” e}'plds\ve yer:
“fhin the Titan,

4
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